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up to 3m with depths of 7m lowest low Chart
Datum (CD) on the seaward side of the outer
docks.

A small shipyard will be accessed
through a man-made lagoon, (800m circum-
ference), and it will be possible to haul boats
of up to 60 feet by the use of a Sealift.  Dredg-
ing of the lagoon began in August 2008 and
constant water depths of 2.5m are planned to
be maintained within the lagoon. Low-key
repair and maintenance will be possible at the
boatyard although large-scale refits will not be
encouraged.

As part of the marina's plan to be self-
sufficient, crystal-clear water is pumped up
from a natural artesian basin into a 100 cubic
metre underground storage tank. Power is
generated from an in-house transformer and
dockside amenities are capable of accommo-
dating the special needs of superyachts.
Underground fuel tanks constructed on site
can hold up to 40,000 litres of diesel and
20,000 litres of gasoline with fuel being
pumped out at a rate of 600 litres per minute.
200/12.5/63 AMP/ 3-phase power, 32/
16AMP single-phase power and Wi-Fi are
also supplied. Golf carts will also transport
marina guests along the docks.

just in the nick of time,

Boosting

Ao Po Grand Marina

Phuket's
capacity



Until recently controversy regarding
the effectiveness of the attenuators protecting
the marina had caused a certain lack of
confidence within marine circles. Khun
Kasem explained that initially overseas
consultants were contracted to give advice on
the best type of protection needed to shield
the marina from the winds and swells coming
in from the east and northeast. Normally, a
fixed breakwater would be the preferred
method, especially when budget is not a
consideration. However, obtaining permis-
sion to construct a fixed breakwater in
Thailand is not possible. Consultants
advised that the next best alternative was to
put in a wave attenuator.  Reportedly basing
their recommendations on a similar site in
Australia with comparable weather condi-
tions, the dimensions of the recommended
attenuators were later found to be inadequate
when applied to the Ao Po site.

This not only delayed construction
deadlines, it did nothing to regain confi-
dence. With disparaging rumours flying,
Khun Kasem and his team of experts quietly
went back to the drawing board looking for
ways to overcome the problem. After much
consideration, experts decided the best
course of action was to put in a second but
deeper line of attenuators. This second line of

attenuators is now 3.3m deep, which is 2m
deeper than the original ones. Acting as a
double wall, both attenuators run side-by-side
along the whole length of the eastern and
northeastern walkways, and Khun Kasem is
confident that the problem has been solved.

Taking a humble approach, Khun
Kasem indicated that promotional rates will
be offered initially, and that docking fees will
be in line with other existing marinas on the
island. With the view of creating a lively
ambiance, he stated he would prefer to offer
marina rates that are attractive to all yachts-
men, rather than just an exclusive few.

Ideally located at the gateway of
spectacular Phang Nga Bay, on Phuket's
northeastern coast, the up-market Laguna
Resort and Six Senses Spa have been
operating their tour boats from the marina
since May. Several private yachts have also
moored at the marina well before the
opening. Its proximity to the popular spots in
the Bay cuts off significant sea miles com-
pared to formerly used routes, thus reducing
travelling time and fuel costs. With its 24-
hour access and zero tide restrictions the
marina will certainly be attractive to commer-
cial operators. Khun Kasem jokingly points
out there will be no need to stock tide tables at
his marina office.
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A deep solution to a wave problem: Khun Kasem shows Managing Editor Jo Cooney the additional, 2-metre deep wave attenuator that was added around the
outside of the marina after the first two lines proved inadequate. They are walking on the new, especially deep one, while the original two remain in place,
giving a total of three layers of protection from the seasonal Northeasterlies - and lots of confidence to boat owners.
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Emphasis has been placed on
retaining as much of the existing flora as
possible, and building contractors face a
1million baht penalty per tree should they cut
down any of the old and established satore
trees that front the marina. Seeds blown from
surrounding mangroves have already started
to sprout along the shore following the
marina walkway to fingers, which when fully
grown will add a natural ambience to the dock
entrance.

Phuket, hailed as the marine hub of
Southeast Asia's booming marine leisure
industry, is sadly lacking in marina berths,
largely due to restrictive government regula-
tions that are inhibiting marina
development. The Ao Po Grand Marina is

one of four marinas on
Phuket, three of which are
solely owned by Thai
partners. Of these, only Ao
Po Grand Marina and the
Yacht Haven Marina have
24-hour access with no
tidal restrictions.

Phuket's west coast
already has it's "Million-
aire's Mile", but once the
adjacent Jumeriah Island
Marina, the Cape Lamu
marina project to the
south, and the Ao Po Grand Marina are
completed, Khun Kasem says, smiling,
Phuket will have its "Billionaire's Triangle". 

MARINA
BERTNS

A small shipyard will be accessed through a man-made lagoon, (800m in circumference),

and it will be possible to haul boats of up to 60 feet by the use of a Sealift.

By Jo Cooney

The view north from the new marina shows
the ideal proximity to Phang Nga Bay, and
reason tour businesses have already
begun moving their boats here.


